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DANNEVIRKE AGM, 30 & 31 January, 1 February 2010.  

 
This last year has taken three members from us, two in tragic circumstances.  It is very important to 

the Association and myself as your ñdefaultò President to ensure that safety at our annual fly-in is 

observed.  To this end I ask all who wish to fly during this weekend to observe the legal 

requirements.    Lloyd Heslop. 

 

All machines to have current permits if they are to be flown. 

All licences to be current, please present to Safety Officer 

 

Also a few simple rules regarding the use of Dannevirke airfield. Note: Civil Aviation will attend 

and be observing.  

 

1. Flight demonstrations to be approved by the Safety Officer and not to be conducted over the 

active runway or entering that air space, preferably all other gyros in the immediate vicinity 

to be on the ground at this time. Those people wanting to demonstrate machines to please 

co-ordinate with the Safety Officer so we can have a programme of flying on a whiteboard 

for everyone to see.  

2. All craft to have current permits and licences 

3. Circuit height 300 ft minimum 

4. Pilots brief before flying ï basics on white board 

5. Intentions for flights away from Dannevirke airfield to be entered on white board with 

estimated time of return. 

 

WEEKEND PROGRAMME  

 

SATURDAY 30  

Arrival at Dannevirke Airfield 

Safety Officer to check permits & licences 

1900  BBQ at airfield ï Don Franklin  

 

SUNDAY 31 

1000   Pilots Briefing 

1100  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

1330 & 1500  Demonstrations 

1930 Memorial Dinner at Dannevirke Service & Citizens Club ï meals approx 

$18.00 per head - Please indicate approx numbers by email to 

j.aberhart@heslops.co.nz to help with bookings. 

 

MONDAY 1 FEB Farewell until next year 

¶ Safety Officer for weekend - Garry Belton 

¶ Members to be present that can inspect machines ï Garry Belton  

 

December 2009 
 

Editor: Richard Scott  

mailto:j.aberhart@heslops.co.nz
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¶ Instructors of the Association - Lloyd Heslop, Tony Unwin, Noel Wilson, Garry Belton, 

Michael Norton. Under-roof parking will be available for visiting gyros overnight. 

¶ Landing fees:  $10 for the whole weekend 

¶ Please be aware that gliding will be taking place until Friday afternoon on 29 January  

¶ If flying in be aware that there might be NORDO aircraft flying  

 

Check the website:  

www.autogyro.org.nz/ or contact info@autogyro.org.nz for further info 

 

                                    ****************************  

 
 

 

 

 

Greetings fellow Gyronaughts 
Well it is with great sadness that I reflect back over the past few months. Firstly at the 
passing of Alf Crowe who was, I think, the Associationôs founding member. When I got 
interested in gyros around 25 odd years ago Alf was the first point of contact with the sport 
and he influenced many others over the years that I knew him. I have fond memories of 
him flying up from Feilding in his Vancraft to visit us at Waitotara. We have many hours of 
videos shot by him of the Taupo fly-ins. I can still remember the year he got so pissed off 
with being on the ground watching everyone else flying; he went back to his motel that 
night and placed the order for the Vancraft. He was a great ambassador for our sport and 

will be sadly missed. (Garry Belton)     
 

Alf was known to his nephew and nieces as 

óUncle Sunnyô but we didnôt learn this until they 

spoke of him at his funeral service.  But it 

accurately reflected the manôs disposition.  His 

aviation friends were not aware that the 

extended family existed.  Their mother had 

cared for Alf after the gyro accident that nearly 

claimed his life years ago.   

 

We knew of his willingness to take under wing 

any youngster that might be short of a feed, a 

bed and encouragement.  Jay was one of them 

and he spoke of their association at the 

ócelebration of lifeô service.  The pie might not 

have been as warm as it should have been, but 

there was always plenty of ice-cream. 

 

I have known Alf for approximately 30 years.  Dave Spencer first met him in 1982 when he 

sought space for his trike at Feilding.  Alf, at that time, rented space in the old Warehamôs 

hangar.  It was also the base of operations for the Feilding Air Training Corps under the 

leadership of Lieutenant Alf Crowe.  When the gathering of people that evolved into the 

Manawatu Microlight Club sought space for a base of operations, Alf invited the group to 

take over his occupancy.  Alf as a foundation member was to become a life member of the 

club. 

 

It was about this time that Alf took me for a ride in his two-seat gyro glider.  It was all too 

short and I learned a little about the mystery of rotor flight.  Paul Bruty described Alf as 

óthe gyro guruô.  He was a regular contributor to the gyro newsletter under the heading ñas 

 

Alfred Bernard Crowe 

30 June 1934 ï 18 September 2009 

Aged 75 years. 

 

http://www.autogyro.org.nz/
mailto:info@autogyro.org.nz
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the crow fliesò and I believe Alf is also a life member of the NZ Gyro Association.  In later 

years he was to sign off on my gyro licence.  The November 2009 edition of Pacific Flyer 

acknowledged Alfôs contribution and passion for gyro flying in their vale on page 29.   

 

He was also a member of St Johns and even after he retired from active participation Alfôs 

absence from the airfield, on a Saturday or Sunday might be attributed to a call out by St 

Johns, short of volunteers on the day.  

 

He was always building something or dreaming about the next challenge.  He built three or 

four gyro gliders before powering a machine.  He built at least two bone rattling machines 

that purported to be helicopters, and one of his last undertakings was to discard a 

reconditioned petrol motor in favour of electric power for his mint VW.  And standing in 

his hangar as good as finished, but untested, his copy of a Gyro B. 

The top photo shows Alf with his Vancraft, 

the machine he rebuilt at least twice in 

which he did approximately 700 hours. 

In December 1994 he was the recipient of  

In 1982 Alf was the recipient of the Duke of 

Edinburgh Award presented by the Governor 

General Sir David Beattie for services to the 

ATC. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Scott 

*****************************  

 

 

 

 

Garry continuesé. And late last month we were all devastated to hear of the tragic 

accident that claimed the lives of Stephen and Neville. I did not know Neville all that well 
but the size of his funeral showed that he was a well liked man and many spoke of his 
mechanical abilities and his dream and passion for flight in his gyro. 

I had known Stephen for 7 years, since his first 
phone call when he was looking for a trial flight 
and he has been a good friend ever since. Even 
before he went for his first flight he had his heart 
set on the M16 Magni. After the trial flight was 
all he expected it to be he went off to arrange 
the finances and in due course the Magni 
turned up. It arrived with the South African 
dealer and the instructor. After I had sorted the 
paperwork to sign them off to fly in NZ, they in  

 

 

 

In December 1994 Alf was the 

recipient of the Manawatu 

Community Honours Award in 

recognition of outstanding 

community service 

 

 

 

Stephen John Chubb 

1958 - 2009 
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due course signed me off to fly the Magni and Stephenôs training began. I trained him off 
our farm strip at Waitotara and he soloed on an evening flight on the 2/1/2004 at 7.30. 

 
He took to flying like a duck to water and never looked back. Once he got his passenger 
rating he was relentless in sharing his sport with others. He would put in many hours of 
rides at all the fly-ins and fly the length and width of the country to spread the news of gyro 
flight. As well as all that and building up a business he also found time to be our President 
for the last 3 years as well as editor for the newsletter. Stephen has left a huge hole to fill 
so thanks to those who have stepped up to the plate to fill in till the fly-in rolls around. We 
already miss hearing the distinctive sound of the Magni going past or having him stop in for 
a coffee on the way through. For such a small man he had a big impact on many lives. 
Farewell good friend. 
 
The fly in is rolling around fast so you need to check that you are all legal for flying on that 
weekend. If you are not, make sure you bring the appropriate paperwork and we can sort it 
out at the fly in. I will be available for inspections if required. Till then keep it safe and hope 
to see you at the fly in. 

 

Regards Garry. 

A life too short. 
 

Stephen grew up in Hawera doing an apprenticeship as a Joiner with a local firm. He and 
his brother Sean, joined the NZ Territorial Army rising to Lance Corporal in 1984.  From 
here, Stephen started his own business making furniture progressing to making caskets 
encouraged by the local firm, Cleggs.  Stephen delivered caskets all over the North Island 
in a horse float.  Over time, the horse float was replaced by a small truck, then progressed 
to a larger truck with a lifting device to allow unloading by one person.  Throughout the 
industry Stephen was well respected and when delivering caskets, if anyone was at the 
funeral home, Stephen would go for a walk with his dog LeRoy, until the way was clear 
before unloading goods.  Stephen touched the lives of a huge number of people both 
members of the public and association alike, becoming a personal friend to many of us.  
He was always willing to travel to attend a fly -in and relentlessly fly to make the day a 
success.  He loved taking the locals for a look over their farm and learn the local history 
getting a running commentary from his passengers along the way. 
 
Stephen will be missed by all of us and is a great loss to the association and promotion of 
the sport of Gyroplane flight.  
 

Rest In Peace. Lloyd Heslop & Jan Aberhart 

 

    ************************* ***  

 

 

 

Neville, a good friend and an aviation 

enthusiast and was involved in Gyros for 25 

years to my knowledge and at age 64 

decided it was time to obtain a gyro and do 

some more Gyro flying. 

 

Neville started his flying training in a RAF 

2000 with Phil Hooker in the 90ôs and the 

machine was sold before he went solo, so it  

 

 

Neville Ronald Adlam 

18 August 1939 ï 12 November 2009 
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was 2008 before he could resume Gyro flying in a UFO Helithruster. 

 

Neville was Mr Citroen in Taranaki, establishing  a Citroen Dealership in New Plymouth in 

1968.He ran that business in conjunction with his two sons and when he bought the UFO 

Helithruster, his son Denis took over the New Plymouth business which allowed Neville to 

work on the Gyro and work part time on Citroens which gave him a great amount of 

satisfaction.  Neville bought a partially finished Gillespie UFO Helithruster and over the 

past six years completed the Gyro to a flying standard, had it certified, and was in the 

process of learning to fly the Gyro ZK-RAZ when sadly he was killed when it crashed at 

Hawera in November this year. 

 

He was a very good mechanical engineer and often solved problems that were complex and 

they always worked well, one example was a mechanical pre-rotator for a RAF 2000 which 

would easily spin the rotors up to 200 plus RPM, and this was made from some high tech 

Citroen GS parts. 

 

Nevilleôs approach was to build his hours up and fully understand each of the stages 

necessary to safely fly a Gyro in all conditions, discussing in detail what happened in each 

phase of flight. 

 

I spoke to Neville two days before the crash and he was very much looking forward to 

getting proficient in the UFO and we discussed the various flying characteristics of an 

enclosed Gyro and some of the differences that the UFO exhibited compared to a RAF 

2000 or my own McCulloch J-2. 

 

Neville is survived by his wife Rhonda, and children Angela, Katherine, Janice, Denis and 

Andrew and ten grandchildren. 

 

Keep flying Nev. 

John Brough. 

 

 

    ***********************  

Where is Darrell Jones?   asks Richard Scott. 
 
We have kept in touch sharing the occasional joke or news.  His initial move was to Caboolture north of 

Brisbane, near enough to a 20-minute drive from my daughters place in Kippa Ring.  They subsequently 

moved to Kingaroy 2 ½ hours inland from Caboolture.  And recently they moved again to Wattlecamp, 25 

minutes out of Kingaroy. They donôt measure distance in Queensland; instead they talk about the time it takes 

to get wherever they are going.   

 

So when we planned the 10 day holiday to Brisbane to catch up with family it was a given that we would also 

look up Darrell.  We arrived at lunchtime Friday to find Darrell and Hans unloading the trailer.  The recent 

move to Wattlecamp was only a week old and still incomplete.  We managed 3 additional trailer loads before 

we departed again Monday morning. 
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Hans was ex air force with family roots in the region, a wonderful storyteller who just incidentally owned a 

single seat gyro that until the recent move had been stored and worked on in Darrellôs shed.  Also in the same 

shed is Darrellôs two seat undergoing a rebuild and the beginnings of another two single seat machines 

(gyros).    

 

In town we stopped at the shopping mall for a drink and on the way out Darrell hailed one of two policemen 

loading their wagon with a few dozen soft drinks.  The big guy was Tim Farran, someone Darrell had met 

when his partner sought Darrell out to buy Tim a gyro embossed shirt.  Tim had an old Bensen type machine 

powered with a 503 Rotax with Jack Allen blades that had been in a sort of retirement.  Darrell seemed to 

think that he wasnôt exactly the flavour of the month with Timôs partner because of Timôs renewed interest in 

his machine.   

 

The following morning it was off to Wondai to meet with Tim and Allan Wardill who was flying up from 

Caboolture to check Tim out for a licence renewal.  As we approached Wondai we spotted Allan as he joined 

overhead in his Raftor.  Tim was late arriving but soon had the rotors on the machine ready to go.  It was an 

interesting airfield; grass, 2 kilometres long, seemingly half a mile wide with a building that served as a 

clubhouse for whoever was on site and three or four hangars.  The gliding fraternity was present as were the 

fire watch team with water bladder and fuel tanker and aircraft (water bomber) lined up ready to go.  The 

previous day they had been out dealing to grass fires on the horizon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to Tim and Allan.  Allan briefed Tim who then dragged the machine clear of the spectators which 

included his sergeant boss and another work colleague, completed his pre-flight and then gave a healthy heave 

on the pull start.  It came away in his hand.  These are vexing pieces of machinery as the next 50 minutes 

demonstrated.   

 

Meanwhile four gliders had been towed out for the days gliding.  Timôs problems didnôt end with starting the 

engine, the fluctuating breeze was predominately a cross wind and without a pre rotator he had difficulty 

spinning the blades up.  This was exacerbated by carb ice, ócarb iceô on a warm day in October in 

Queensland!   

 

There was a bit of quiet speculation about the performance of the machine with this big guy in it, but on the 

third takeoff run Tim got the gyro into the air.  When briefing Tim Allan had told him to stay within the 

environment of the airfield for safety and visibility, he had to be seen to satisfy the test regime.  Then over the 

airwaves came a call from the glider base asking the pilot of the gyro to observe the circuit rules.  Tim didnôt 

The guy in the blue shirt looks 

familiar, just a bit heavier 
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have a radio but Hans did (he was also there) and Allan
1
 was able to respond to ñstation callingò and explain 

the exercise.  We left before Tim landed but Hans later informed us that the glider group got a little testy 

before it was all over 5 minutes later.  Timôs licence renewal paper work was signed off. 

 

The Raftor is an interesting looking beast.  It has a RAF type cockpit, a 2.5 litre Subaru, Patroney rotors and 

prop, and a tall tail.  An interesting propeller, you can see the curled tips in the photo.  They give something 

like a 5% increase in thrust.  Allan had expected the flight time from Caboolture would be around 1 hr 30 

mins but he shaved 15 minutes off that with a tail wind.  Unless the wind changed his return trip would be 

somewhat longer.  Allan is the ASRA Operations officer and instructor with thousands of hourôs airtime.  He 

also happens to be a Qantas captain.  Unfortunately the photo doesnôt do him justice, but his friends will 

recognise the silhouette. 

 

There is of course more to the Darrell story but I doubt that the gyro fraternity will be interested so will stop 

here.  He wished to be remembered to everyone and is looking forward to catching up at Dannevirke in 

2010.  Yes heôll be there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The caption on the rudder is advice to keep the fingers out of the prop!!!! 

 

Allan Wardill, ASRA Operations manager, CFI Instructor Mooloolbah 07 5444 1316 

 

************************************  

A FEW JOKES FOR THE FESTIVE SEASON 

 

 

Santa was furious.  ñI canôt believe it. Iôve got 

to deliver millions of presents all over the 

world in just a few hours and all of my 

reindeer are drunk, the elves are on strike and I 

donôt even have Christmas tree!ò  He 

continued, ñAnd I sent that stupid Little Angel 

out hours ago to find a tree and he isnôt even 

back yet! What am I going to do?ò 

 

Just then, the Little Angel opened the front 

door and stepped in from the snowy night, 

dragging a Christmas tree behind him.  He 

said, ñYo, fat man! Where do you want me to 

stick the tree this year?ò 

 

And thus the tradition of angels atop the Christmas tree got its start ééé.  

                                                 
 

 

 


